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British records at MyHeritage

Collections Records

UK 591 1,043,289,922

England 385 441,939,520

Wales 17 157,502,313

Scotland 113 31,649,734

Isle of Man 4 1,691,014

Channel Islands 1 124,102

Ireland 110 13,994,724



Collection Catalog



UK collections



180 years of English/Welsh ancestry

• Births and Baptisms 1538 - 1975 

• BMDs 1837 - 2005

• Censuses 1841 - 1911

• Probate Index 1858 - 1943

• 1939 Register 



Geoffrey Cyril Bentley, 1919-2004



1939 Register of England & Wales



Tips for the 1939 Register

• Only England & Wales available

• Bridges 1921 / 1931/1941 census gap

• Very complete as used for ration books

– But doesn't include armed services

– Except those on leave!

• People displaced because of evacuation

– Children, mothers, pregnant women, teachers

• Used as basis for NHS in 1948 and updated

– Woman's name change noted on marriage

– Absentees / those yet to be born not published

• Redacted if under 100 and still alive



England & Wales, Birth Index



Tips for the Birth Index

• Registration started on 1 July 1837

• Date is when event was registered

• Not necessarily date of event

• Date is quarter, not month

• Place is registration district

• Mother's maiden name given from Sep 1911

• Order certificate for:

– Exact birth date and place

– Parents' full names, mother's maiden name

– Father's occupation

– Name of informant



1911 census transcript 1



1911 census transcript 2



1911 census



Tips for the 1911 Census

• Completed by householder in own hand

• For each married woman it gives:

– Length of marriage

– Number of children 

– Number of children still living

– Number of children who had died

• Often filled in by widows and widowers!

• Number of rooms including kitchen



England & Wales, Marriage Index



England & Wales, Marriage Index



Tips for the Marriage Index

• Registration started on 1 July 1837

• Date is quarter when marriage took place

• Place is registration district

• Spouse's surname given from 1912

• Pre 1912 algorithm sometimes wrong

• Order certificate for: 

– Exact date and place of marriage

– Full names, ages, occupations, residence

– Marital status

– Fathers' names and occupations



1891 census transcript



Tips for institutions in the censuses

• Institutions included:

– Schools, hospitals, workhouses, prisons

• Special forms used

• Details of institution at start of form

• Transcribed by MyHeritage



1881 census
Under Lane, Holsworthy, Devon

• Joseph Bentley, Head, 40, Wesleyan preacher, YKS Barnsley

• Emma H Bentley, Wife, 33, HAM, Fordingbridge

• Ernest Bentley, Son, 4, YKS, Loftus in Cleveland

• Constance M Bentley, Dau, 3, HAM, Ringwood

• Joseph U Bentley, Son, 6m, DEV, Holsworthy

• Emma Kee, Serv, 18, Servant Domestic, DEV Sutcombe



General census tips

• Don't take anything for granted

• Names not necessarily birth names

• Ages can vary widely - rounded down in 1841

• Places often generalised

• Enumerator's mistakes

• Transcriber's mistakes

• Check whether house or household

• Always check complete household

• Always check neighbours



England & Wales, Marriage Index, 

1837-2005



1851 Census
20 Larchfield Street, Hunslet, Yorkshire

• John Bentley, Head, 37, Linen yarn packer, YKS Barnsley

• Ann Bentley, Wife, 37, Manchester

• Thomas Bentley, Son, 13, at flax mill, YKS Barnsley

• Joseph Bentley, Son, 11, Scholar, YKS, Barnsley

• James Bentley, Son, 9, Scholar, YKS, Horsforth

• Alonzo Bentley, Son, 5, Scholar, Spain (British Subject)

• Ann E Bentley, Dau, 3, YKS Horsforth

• John W Bentley, Son, 1, YKS Hunslet



England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975



Tips for Parish Registers

• Don't just rely on indexes/transcriptions

• Check originals for accuracy

• Check originals for additional information

• Baptisms - birth date, age, residence, father's 
occupation

• Marriages - residences, groom's occupation

• Burials - age, residence, occupation

• Vicar's remarks!

• Remember nonconformists



1901 Census
50 Dundonald Road, Wimbledon, Surrey

• Ernest J Bentley, Head, M, 24, Draper, YKS Loftus in Cleveland

• Amelia S Bentley, Wife, M, 29, Dressmaker, SRY Chertsey

• Amelia C Bentley, Daur, 1, SRY Englefield Green

• Ethel L Bentley, Daur, 7m, SRY Englefield Green

• Joseph Bentley, Father, W, 60, Wesleyan Minister, YKS Barnsley

• Joseph Hugh Bentley, Brother, S, 20, Assistant Schoolmaster, DEV Holsworthy 



England & Wales, Index of Wills and Probates

1853-1943



General search tips

• Search by collection

• Start broad and narrow down

• Search flexibly

• Try name variants and initials

• Try different combinations

• Search for a family member (Alonzo!)

• Use keywords (Wesleyan)


